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LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


Four library bills are to be intro- 
duced into the Illinois General As- 
sembly during the present session. 
These bills, formulated by the Plan- 
ning Board and the Legislative 
Committee of the Illinois Library As- 
sociation, were presented before the 
Association at its regular conference in 
Decatur last October. 

The first measure is designed to pro- 
vide universal library service in Illinois. 
At present, some 2,000,000 residents of 
the State live in areas which have no 
library service. Many of these live on 
farms, or in thinly populated districts 
where the library tax would not provide 
anything approaching adequate service. 

The bill, as now drawn, calls for an 
appropriation of $1,000,000 for the 
biennium, or a per capita appropriation 
of about 25 cents a year. This money 
will be expended for books and service. 

The state will be divided into dis- 
tricts, and a trained librarian placed in 
charge of each one. Books will be pur- 
chased for each district or region, and 
will be distributed to the various com- 
munities. These collections will be 
placed in stores, schools, post offices, 


and homes. Any established library in 
the district may, if it so desires, be- 
come a distributing center. These li- 
braries may thus serve as regional 
headquarters. 

In addition to these collections, there 
will be a central depository library, 
which will supplement the local col- 
lections when necessary. The title to 
all books purchased from this state 
fund will remain in the state. 

Any public library loaning its own 
books to a person from a non-library 
district will be reimbursed for each 
book loaned. The money thus earned 
by the library may be used for any pur- 
pose desired—books, service, or oper- 
ating expenses. 

The personnel will consist of the 
regional librarian, and librarians or 
custodians in charge of each book col- 
lection. The book collection will be 
prepared in Springfield, where addi- 
tional librarians will be named to 
catalog and complete all necessary book 
processes. 

Decreased book funds and depleted 
book collections have occasioned the 
second bill proposed. It provides an 
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appropriation of $600,000 and an ad- 
ditional $10,000 for expenses of admin- 
istering the Act. The fund is to be 
used solely for the purchase of books 
and magazines, and will be allocated to 
public libraries on the basis of the 
population served and book needs. 

To obtain money from this fund, the 
board of trustees must apply in writing 
to the Secretary of State for an alloca- 
tion to its library. The request must 
be accompanied by the list of books and 
periodicals desired. The approved list 
will be returned to the library, together 
with a statement of the amount of 
money allocated. The library may 
order the books from its usual dealer, 
and the title of all books and periodi- 
cals so purchased rests in the library. 
The vouchers for books and periodicals 
received must be approved by the presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees and re- 
turned to the Secretary of State for 
payment. 

These two bills would benefit every 
person in Illinois. People of all ages 
use the library, which is one of the 
most important educational agencies. 
Since formal education in many cases 
is finished at sixteen or seventeen, any 
additional educational opportunities 
must be provided by agencies other 
than schools. The public library is 
recognized by adult education leaders 
as a vital element in a successful pro- 
gram. 

Certification of librarians is the ob- 
ject of the other two bills. The first 
sets up a committee of five librarians 
to work under the Department of Reg- 
istration and Education. This com- 
mittee will determine the grade of cer- 
tificate to which each applicant is 
entitled. 

The other bill provides that no va- 
cancy after July 1, 1935, may be filled 
by a library unless the librarian em- 
ployed has a certificate issued by the 
Department of Registration and Edu- 
cation. It does not affect librarians 
now employed in either a public or 
school library. 

A librarian now employed may apply 
to the Department and receive a certi- 
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ficate good for the position held. No 
fee is charged for this certificate. 


The qualifications for the different 
grades of certificates are practically the 
same as those under the voluntary plan 
of the Illinois Library Association. Li- 
brarians who present qualifications 
equivalent to those outlined for any 
grade may, at the discretion of the 
committee, be awarded a certificate of 
that grade. 


Provisions are made so that a person 
with a fourth or third grade certificate 
may advance to the next higher grade 
when additional years of experience or 
course credits are obtained. 


The fourth grade certificate is valid 
for two years and the third grade, for 
three years. Both of these certificates 
are subject to renewal twice. The sec- 
ond grade certificate is good for five 
years and may be renewed one or more 
times. A first grade certificate is is- 
sued for ten years, subject to renewal 
for life, if at the time of renewal the 
applicant has been a librarian for the 
preceding five years in a library in this 
state. 


The fees for the certificates are $1.00 
for the examination, $1.00 for the issu- 
ance of the certificate and $1.00 for the 
renewal. These fees are used to defray 
the expense of administering the Act. 


The law will not apply to any library 
in communities less than 2,000 popula- 
tion or more than 500,000. 


The [Illinois Library Association 
adopted a voluntary scheme of certifi- 
cation at its 1931 annual conference 
and some 450 librarians are certified 
under that scheme. This scheme will 
be superseded if the two proposed bills 
are enacted. 

At present anyone may be appointed 
as librarian, irrespective of age or edu- 
cation. A person without any high 
school work, one fifteen or seventy 
years of age, could be named librarian. 


A certification law as proposed will 
raise library standards and service, by 
excluding people without training and 
experience. 
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ADAMS COUNTY BOOKMOBILE 


“Here comes the bookmobile!” The 
word is quickly relayed from one to 
another, and the message given over the 
telephone. Soon a group of people 
reach the Coatsburg postoftice, eager to 
choose their books from the collection 
brought by the bookmobile. They crowd 
around the librarian, asking if she has 
brought the book by Glenn Frank, 
America’s Hour of Decision, or if she 
has brought anything on vitamins or 
methods of improving the home. 

After these have made their selec- 
tion, the librarian chooses a group of 
other books to leave with the postmis- 
tress, so that there will be books avail- 
able for those who couldn’t come in 
that day. Thus, as residents of the vil- 
lage or nearby farms come in for 
their mail, they may choose a few books 
to read. 

This scene is duplicated eight or nine 
times a day, five days a week. A reg- 
ular schedule is followed, so that each 
of the communities or schools is visited 
regularly once every two weeks. ‘T'wen- 
ty villages, the largest of which has 
about 1,000 population, are served by 
the bookmobile. 

The distributing center of the 
Adams County Library is the Book- 
shop, at the junction of all the hard 
roads into Quincy. Here may be found 
either the librarian or her assistant, 
ready to advise and help in the selec- 
tion of books. The Bookshop is open 
every day from 8:30 A. M. to 5:30 
P. M. with the exception of Saturday, 
when it is kept open until 9 P. M. The 
book collection is thus accessible to 
county residents whenever they come 
to Quincy for shopping. In addition, 
there are stations in the village where 
residents may obtain books. These 
stations include postoffices at Lima and 
Coatsburg, the Robbins home in La 
Prairie, Legion Hall at Clayton, the 
bank at Liberty, and the Methodist 
parsonage in Camp Point. Several 
rural schools also serve as local centers 
for their districts. 


This book service in Adams County 
was inaugurated the first of October. 


The project was made possible through 
the co-operation of the Library Exten- 
sion Division, the Illinois Federal 
Emergency Relief, the Adams County 
Home Bureau, Farm Bureau, and the 
Parent Teacher Association. 

All books are provided by the Li- 
brary Extension Division, and the sal- 
ary of the librarian paid by the FERA. 
The three county organizations spon- 
sored the project, obtaining from citi- 
zens and groups interested in library 
service the money necessary to pay for 
the transportation of the books from 
Springfield and the expenses of the 
bookmobile. 

The bookmobile is a Ford sedan and 
travels an average of 50 miles a day, 
or about 250 miles a week. The gas 
and oil necessary for the operation of 
the Ford costs a little over a cent a 
mile, or about $10 a month. 

Emily Turner, a graduate of the 
Pratt Institute Library School, was 
appointed librarian. She is assisted by 
her sister Julia, a graduate of Vassar 
College and Columbia University, and 
a former teacher of English. 

The collection of books in Adams 
County now numbers nearly 2,500. 
Books needed for special reference work 
or supplementary material are being 
constantly sent out by the Library Ex- 
tension Division in response to requests 
made to the county librarian. 

The people in Adams County, many 
of whom have never before had access 
to library books, are making excellent 
use of the facilities offered. In the 
first three months they read 13,000 
books. 

With just one bookmobile, it is im- 
possible to reach all the homes in thinly 
populated districts. One boy of six- 
teen rode his bicycle five miles over wet 
gravel to meet the bookmobile, the 
books for his family in a flour sack 
tied to the handle bars. 

A man walked away from the Book- 
shop one afternoon, with a heavy book 
under each arm, hoping to catch a ride 


on the nine-mile hike to his home. 
But Henry and Morrison’s Feeds and 
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Feeding, which contained exactly the 
information he needed, was worth that 
long walk to him. 

A farmer and his wife came into 
the Bookshop the day before Christmas, 
selecting books for their four young 
daughters at home. The man told the 
librarian, “This is about all the Christ- 
mas we'll have this year, but the 
children will be happy reading these 
books.” 

“Have you a book on how to make 
children mind?” asked a tired young 
mother with two children at her heels. 
Several books were offered her, and 
she chose one, coming in later for 
others. 

The influence of the Home Bureau 
is seen in the request for material on 
homes, child care and training, and 
manners and social behavior. 

Not alone are the adults in seeking 
books as a source of information. At 
the school stops, where the youngsters 
crowd around the bookmobile, queries 
such as these are heard: 

“My dad gave me a new puppy. 
Have you a book on training dogs?” 
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“Please bring us a book on how to 
build a log cabin.” 

“Do you have a book on how to make 
things ?” 

“My grandmother said to bring her 
home a book on quilts.” 

There is much discussion among the 
children as to which of the many at- 
tractive books shall be left for them 
to read. Usually a book is selected 
for each two children. When there are 
a number of children of the same age 
groups, this provides each child with 
several books to read before the next 
visit of the librarian two weeks ahead. 

The teachers are already remarking 
upon the improvement in reading hab- 
its among their pupils. To many of 
the children the county library offers 
the first opportunity for sufficient sup- 
plementary reading. 

Bookmobile service is no longer an 
experiment in Adams County. Books 
are becoming a vital force in the lives 
of the residents of the county, and the 
service is greatly appreciated. Their 
hope is for the permanent establish- 
ment of book service in Adams County. 


A. L. A. MIDWINTER CONFERENCE 


Progress in national and state plan- 
ning for libraries was the main topic 
of discussion at the various sessions of 
the three-day Midwinter Conference of 
the American Library Association held 
in Chicago, December 27 to 29. 

Federal aid in the form of an annual 
appropriation of from $50,000,000 to 
$100,000,000 for nation-wide library 
development was endorsed by the A. L. 
A. Council, the policy-forming body of 
the Association, and its officers were 
authorized to take steps toward this 
objective. 

Federal funds, the resolution pro- 
vided, would be allotted to the states 
and territories through such state li- 
brary agencies as are approved by the 
federal authority and after the submis- 
sion and approval of programs for the 
library development of the state. Fifty 
per cent of the funds, it stipulated, 
would be distributed to the states on 
the basis of population and the other 


fifty per cent on the basis of need, as 
determined by adequate studies to be 
made by the federal and state library 
agency. The control and administra- 
tion of library service would remain 
with states and local units of govern- 
ment, according to the proposed plan, 
and federal aid would be so adminis- 
tered as to encourage state and local 
initiative. 

Another resolution voted advocated 
the establishment of a federal library 
agency either in the Library of Con- 
gress or in the Office of Education, de- 
pending upon either agency’s ability to 
handle its functions, or in some appro- 
priate governmental agency which may 
result from reorganization of govern- 
mental departments. 

A protest against tax limitation laws 
was approved on recommendation of 
the Committee on Library Revenues. 
Minimum requirements for teacher- 
librarian training agencies, drafted by 
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the Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship, were adopted, in which recogni- 
tion will be given to a curriculum of 
one-half year’s training for teacher- 
librarians, but not to less than that. 

The A. L. A. Committee on Unem- 
ployment reported a turn for the better 
in the fact that data from 31 library 
schools showed approximately 35 per 
cent less unemployment among library 
schools graduates in November, 1934, 
than in July, 1933, and 67 libraries 
report salary increases, or partial or 
full restoration of salaries between 
July, 1933, and November, 1934. 

Ways of spreading the cost of 
libraries over larger areas were con- 
sidered by library trustees attending 
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the Trustees Section. Federal and 
state aid and a “pegged levy,” such as 
is to be sought by Chicago, were some 
of the means discussed. 

The final session was devoted to pro- 
gress made by various of the forty-two 
states actively engaged in evaluating 
existing library machinery and working 
toward universal library service with 
adequate support. In the majority of 
states certification of librarians is being 
pressed, it was also revealed. 

Other sessions were devoted to discus- 
sions of the League of Library Com- 
missions, the Library Extension Board, 
normal and teachers college librarians, 
librarians of large public libraries and 
university and reference librarians. 


A STIMULUS TO INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 


Four titles have been added to the 
Library Extension Division collection 
by the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. These new additions 
to the International Mind Alcove are: 


Fradkin, E. K. The air menace and the 
answer. Macmillan, $3.00. 


Grenfell, Sir Wilfred. The romance of 
Labrador. Macmillan, $4.00. 


Sorensen, Jon. The saga of Fridtjof Nan- 
sen. Norton, $4.50. 


Villari, Luigi. On the roads from Rome. 
MacLehose, 12s, 6d; Macmillan, $4.25. 


PUBLICITY PROGRAM 


An experiment in nation-wide library 
publicity was launched last October by 
the Publicity Committee of the Ameri- 
can Library Association in an effort 
to focus more widespread public atten- 
tion on the essential service of the pub- 
lic library. 

The Publicity Committee is asking 
that librarians stress in their publicity 
programs the twelve subjects selected 
for emphasis at the Montreal Confer- 
ence in June. These twelve subjects 
are: 

Art of reading and the use of the 
library 

Aids for parents and home-makers 

Growing up with books 

College on nothing a year 

Developing a personal philosophy 

Budgeting one’s income 

Good health and how to keep it 

Gardening 

Adventures in the arts 

Handicrafts and other hobbies 


Community, state, national, and in- 
ternational issues 

The world we live in. 

Reading lists on the above subjects 
are published in the Library Journal in 
the first issue of each month. Pictures 
of exhibits prepared by Matilda Kelly, 
Hild Regional Branch Library, Chi- 
cago, appear in the Wilson Bulletin 
each month. The exhibit is described 
in detail, and the cost given. 

Discussion or study groups, news- 
paper feature stories, reading lists in 
addition to exhibits and . posters are 
recommended by the Publicity Com- 
mittee. It also suggests that the library 
engage in co-operative undertakings 
with community organizations which 
will demonstrate the essential useful- 
ness of the library. 

Elizabeth Smith, chairman of the 
Publicity Committee, has pointed out 
the need for making people aware of 
the many-sided services of the library. 
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Librarians have stressed the increased 
use of libraries due to unemployment 
and also the reduction in library in- 
come. This year librarians are asked 
to emphasize the library as an agency 
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of service, and to focus attention on 
reading as a vital factor in life—the 
significant role of books and libraries 
in American life. 


“YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT” BROADCASTS 


The major problems confronting the 
forty-four state legislatures now con- 
vened are to be discussed in the tenth 
of the radio broadcasts of “You and 
Your Government” series. The pro- 
gram will begin Tuesday, February 5, 
and will be given at 8:45 P. M. central 
standard time, over the National 
Broadcasting Company network. 

The “You and Your Government” 
programs are presented by the Com- 
mittee on Civic Education by Radio, 
the chairman of which is Dr. Thomas 
H. Reed, professor of political science 
in the University of Michigan. He 
prefaces each week’s program with a 
very brief introduction of the speaker 
and some timely comment on the sub- 
ject. 

These programs have the joint spon- 
sorship of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Radio in Education, the Ameri- 
can Political Science Association, and 
the National Municipal League. The 
tenth series is listed below: 

February 5—The One House Legislature. 
Senator George W. Norris, Nebraska. 


February 12—Government by the People. 
John G. Winant, former Governor of 
New Hampshire. 


February 19 — Simplification of Local 
Government. 

Seabury C. Mastick, Chairman, New 
York State Commission for the 
Revision of the Tax Laws. 

Howard P. Jones, Secretary, National 
Municipal League. 


February 26—How Can the Legislatures 
Help the Police? 

Chief Andrew J. Kavanaugh, First 
Vice President, International As- 
sociation of Chiefs of Police. 

Donald C. Stone, Director, Consult- 
ing and Research Division, Public 
Administration Service. 

March 5—Providing a Liquid Market for 
Home Mortgages. 

James A. Moffett, Federal Housing 
Administrator. 

March 12—Financing Emergency Relief. 

Arch Mandel, Field Representative, 
FERA. 


Frederick I. Daniels, Executive Di- 
rector, New York State FERA. 
March 19—Liquor Laws and Enforce- 
ment. 
Edward P. Mulrooney, Chairman, 
New York State Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board. 


March 26—The Public’s Responsibility 
for Legislation. 
Harold W. Dodds, President, Prince- 
ton University. 
April 2—Interstate Co-operation in Com- 
bating Crime. 
Raymond Moley, Editor, Today. 
April 9—Solving Local Tax Problems. 
Governor Harold G. Hoffman, New 
Jersey. 
April 16—Tax Limitations. 
Simeon E. Leland, University of 
Chicago. 
April 23—Social Insurance. 
Governor Philip F. LaFollette, Wis- 
consin. 


April 30 — Overhauling Criminal Pro- 
cedure. 
William Draper Lewis, Director, 
American Law Institute. 


May 7—The Model Tax Plan. 
T. V. Smith, State Senator, Illinois. 
James W. Martin, Research Director, 
The Interstate Commission on Con- 
flicting Taxation. 


May 14—Better Tax Collections. 
Arnold Frye, Attorney, Hawkins, 
Delafield and Longfellow. 
Philip H. Cornick, Staff Member, In- 
stitute of Public Administration. 


May 21—Safety Regulations. 
John E. Long, President, National 
Safety Council. 
May 28—State Councils. 
Governor H. Styles Bridges, New 
Hampshire. 
Stephen B. Story, Fiscal Agent, State 
of New Hampshire. 


June 4 — State Control of Municipal 
Finance. 
L. P. Mansfield, Supervisor, Bond 
Dept., Prudential Insurance Com- 
pany of America. 


June 11—The State Legislative Product 
of 1935. 
Henry W. Toll, Director, American 
Legislators’ Association. 
Hubert R. Gallagher, Research Con- 
sultant, American Legislators’ As- 
sociation. 
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GIFTS 


Abingdon. A gift of $500 has been 
presented to the John Mosser Library 
by the son of the donor of the building. 
The money is to be spent for books. 

Assumption. The collection of a 
fund for the purchase of books in the 
local library has been selected as a 
project of the local Woman’s Club. 
The first money raised was used by the 
library for children’s books. 

The American Legion has donated 
the use of a large stove for the winter 
months. 

Barry. By the will of the late Al- 
bert Blair of St. Louis his library of 
some six hundred volumes was be- 
queathed to the local public library. 

Cairo. A group of twelve recent 
books is being given to the Public Li- 
bary every few months by the Reading 
Division of the Cairo Woman’s Club. 

Chester. An endowment fund of 
$2,000 was given to the Cole Public 
Library by Miss Eunice Smith of Al- 
ton in memory of her cousin, Mrs. 
Agnes Ella Cole Morris. The interest 
is to be used for the purchase of 
juvenile books since Mrs. Morris, a 
primary school teacher for more than 
twenty-five years, was intensely inter- 
ested in children’s reading. 

Evanston. Northwestern Univer- 
sity. The Deering Library received a 
collection of three hundred volumes by 
important Italian authors from the 
Italian government. The presentation 
was made by Dr. Giuseppe Gastruccio, 
Italian consul general in Chicago, and 
Dr. Koch, the librarian, accepted the 
gift on behalf of the library. 

Galesburg. According to the will 
of the late E. R. Drake, the public 
library is bequeathed $1,000. 

Glen Ellyn. A check for $300 has 
been received by the public library 
from the Friends of the Library. Part 
of the money has been used for the 
purchase of juvenile books for class- 
room libraries in the elementary 
school. 

Harvard. ‘The trustees of the Mary 
D. Ayer estate have given the Delos F. 
Diggins Library $250 for the purchase 


of new books, $100 of which was to be 
spent for juveniles. 

Herrin. A gift of $100 was re- 
ceived from the Woman’s Club. The 
money has been spent for new books 
for children. Many of the new addi- 
tions were on display during National 
Book Week. 


Highland. The Louis Latzer Me- 
morial Library is to receive $10,000, 
according to the will of Mrs. Lenore 
Latzer Gilloon. Mrs. Gilloon, who died 
last year in San Diego, California, was 
a daughter of Louis Latzer and one of 
the donors of the library to Highland. 

Illiopolis. By the will of Mrs. 
Augusta Cantrall, a $5,000 trust fund 
has been set up for the Illiopolis Li- 
brary, the income to be used for books 
and upkeep of the library. Mrs. Can- 
trall served as librarian of the Associa- 
tion library from its establishment in 
1927 until forced to give up the work 
because of ill health. 


Joliet. A copy of the winner of the 
John Newberry Medal is to be pre- 
sented to the library each year by the 
Catholic Women’s League. Invincible 
Louisa, awarded the prize last June, 
was the first contribution to the special 
Newberry Prize shelf. The Woman’s 
Club of Joliet have given the library 
$35, $10 of which was used to pur- 
chase children’s books, and $25 for 
books for the use of high school and 
junior college students. 


LaGrange. A bequest of $500 to 
the public library was provided in the 
will of O. R. Helmstein of LaGrange, 
who died in July. 


Maywood. Members of Chapter S 
of the P. E. 0. have established a 
memorial - bookshelf at the public li- 
brary in honor of former members of 
their chapter. A special book plate 
has been designed by Mrs. Gaye Wood- 
ting Coons, symbolizing the ideals and 
purposes of the organization. The 
books will be added to the Parents and 
Teachers Collection. The first seven 
books for the shelf were presented dur- 
ing Book Week. 














January, 1935] 


Oneida. New books for the Greig 
Memorial Library will be purchased 
from a fund given by Mrs. Janet Grey 
Post in memory of her husband’s birth- 
day anniversary. 

axton. The proceeds of “Look 
Who’s Here,” a local talent musical 
comedy, amounting to nearly $200, has 
been given to the Carnegie Library for 
the purchase of new books. 

Riverside. $1,000 for books for the 
public library has been raised by the 
Friends of the Library. A special dis- 
play of the first books purchased from 
this fund was held in October at the 
library. 

Roodhouse. The building occupied 
by the public library has been given to 
the city by its owner, Rev. W. Edward 
Raffety. The library has been renting 
the property for a number of years. 

Spring Valley. A tag day spon- 
sored by the Spring Valley Woman’s 
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Club raised $68.70 for the library. 
The money was turned over to the li- 
brary board and has been used for the 
purchase of children’s books. 

Tuscola. A memory shelf has been 
established at the Tuscola library. 
Each book is marked with a memorial 
plate giving the name of the donor and 
the name of the person in whose 
memory the book was given. Seventy- 
five books have already been received. 

Urbana. University of Illinois. 
The University Library has received 
the first allotment of a gift of some 
2,000 volumes of Chinese literature. 
They have been presented to the 
library by Dr. C. C. Wang, Commis- 
sioner of the Chinese government in 
London, and by a number of Chinese 
alumni of the University. 

Wyoming. A library tag day, un- 
der the direction of Mrs. W. S. Perrin, 
netted the sum of $34 for books. 


PERSONALS 


Helen Brand, a graduate of the 
Western Reserve Library School and 
of the University of Wisconsin, was 
appointed by the Wilmette Public Li- 
brary in November to succeed Mrs. 
Eva Clarke. The latter resigned to 
accept a position on the staff of the 
Calumet High School, Chicago. 

Nellie Bredehoft was named libra- 
rian of the Charleston Public Library 
in January. She is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois Library School, 
and has been reference assistant at the 
Indiana State Library, the University 
of Illinois and at the Illinois Library 
Extension Division. 

Dr. Ella Camp, who was the first 
librarian of the Brookfield Library, has 
resigned from the staff, and will make 
her home in Chariton, Iowa, with a 
nephew. In token of her long and 
faithful service the library board pre- 
sented her with an unabridged Web- 
ster’s Dictionary. 

Raymona Chittick, Columbia ’34, 
has been reference assistant at the 
Joseph Schaffner Library of Com- 
merce, Northwestern University, since 
October. 


Amelia Collier has been added to 
the staff of the Withers Public Library, 
Bloomington, to conduct the work in 
the grade school branch libraries and 
at the hospital. Miss Collier, a gradu- 
ate of Reed College, Portland, Oregon, 
has a master’s degree in library science 
from Columbia University. 

The DeKalb library board has chosen 
Mary Egan of Racine, Wisconsin, as 
the successor to Mrs. Juanita Eng- 
strand Stoos. Miss Egan graduated at 
the University of Wisconsin Library 
School, and has served as librarian in 
Boise, Idaho; Clinton, Iowa; and 
Janesville, Wisconsin. 

The Lincoln Library, Springfield, 
has added Dorothy Fannon of Gales- 
burg to its staff as assistant. Miss 
Fannon graduated in 1934 from the 
University of Illinois Library School. 

In the death of Mrs. Alice Drury 
Hewitt, the Jennie D. Hayner Library, 
Alton, lost a most valuable board mem- 
ber. She was appointed on the board 
in 1910 and in 1925 succeeded her 
mother, Mrs. A. H. Drury, as treas- 
urer, a post she held until the year be- 
fore her death. 
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The growth of the Galesburg library 
from its inception in 1858 to the 
present day was traced by Anna 
Hoover, librarian of the library, before 
the Epworth League, January 13. 

Dr. Theodore W. Koch, librarian, 
Charles Deering Library, Northwest- 
ern University, was the guest speaker 
November 19 at the Highland Park 
Public Library. Dr. Koch discussed 
some fifty supposedly first editions, re- 
cently exposed as forgeries. 

Maxine McCulloch of Fargo, North 
Dakota, has succeeded Mrs. Margaret 
MacLeod Davidson as children’s libra- 
rian at the Decatur Public Library. 
Mrs. Davidson resigned in order to 
join her husband in Hibbings, Minne- 
sota. Miss McCulloch is a graduate of 
Western Reserve Library School and 
has been in the Children’s Department 
of the Fargo Public Library. 

Kanardy Taylor was named in Oc- 
tober to the staff of the John Crerar 
Library, Chicago. A graduate of the 
1933 class of the Library School of the 
University of Illinois, Mr. Taylor was 


(January, 1935 


one of the librarians engaged in the li- 
brary survey supervised by the Library 
Extension Division. 

The appointment of Alice Wesley as 
librarian of the Urbana Library has 
been announced as effective March 1. 
Miss Wesley, who has been employed in 
the Bindery Department of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois since her graduation 
from the library school in 1930, suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Margaret Johnson Puter- 
baugh. 

Alice Williams of Moline was the 
guest speaker at a meeting of the 
Augustana Endowment Fund Society, 
January 9. She reviewed a number of 
books. Miss Williams also spoke at 
the December meeting of the Moline 
Council of Social Agencies, discussing 
the value and use of the library to the 
children of Moline. 

Elizabeth Windsor is now librarian 
of the Rochelle Public Library. Miss 
Windsor has been librarian of the 
Charleston library since her graduation 
from the University of Illinois Library 
School in 1931. 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Albion. The Community Library 
was repaired and redecorated during 
November and December. The interior 
was repainted and papered, and all 
necessary repairs made. In addition, 
new shelves were built and part of the 
sidewalk replaced. All necessary labor 
was furnished by the Edwards County 
Relief Office; the cost of materials be- 
ing borne by the library. 

Several women were employed to 
clean and repair books. 

Ashton. Bids were received Janu- 
ary 17 for the erection of the Mills and 
Petrie Memorial Library and Gymna- 
sium, the money for which was be- 
queathed by the late Nathan A. Petrie 
some nine years ago. The architects 
for the building are Roger, Danely and 
Smith of Urbana. 

The building, which will be of mod- 
ernistic design, will contain a library, 
gymnasium, and community room. A 
stage will be located at the north end 
of the gymnasium and provisions made 





for seats, turning it into an auditorium 
when desired. 

Adjoining the library reading room, 
will be a stack room, and a work and 
rest room for the library staff. 

Aurora. A _ reading room was 
opened December 10 in the Advent 
Christian Church by the public library. 
The room and the attendants are fur- 
nished by the church, and the collec- 
tion of 600 books furnished by the 
library. Regular library rules are ap- 
plicable at the branch, and the work 
will be supervised by Miss Fink, the 
librarian. At present the library room 
will be open twice a week, afternoon 
and evening. 

Beardstown. A 70 per cent in- 
crease in circulation of 1933-1934 over 
that of 1929-1930 was the record at- 
tained by the local library, when a total 
of 28,662 books and periodicals was 
issued for home reading. Adult books 
comprised 65.5 per cent of the number 
issued and juveniles 34.5 per cent. 






































January, 1935] 


A story hour is being given every 
Friday afternoon, and attendance has 
steadily increased. 

Bellwood. The public library 
board has renewed its contract with the 
Oak Park Public Library for the pro- 
vision of books and service. Through 
this means, it is able to provide a much 
larger collection of books for its read- 
ers than if all volumes were purchased 
outright. 

Blue Island. A rental shelf is now 
in operation at the library, in order 
that some new fiction and non-fiction 
may be available to library patrons. 
For the past three years the library in- 
come has been so depleted that little 
has been available for book purchases. 

Bradford. The public library was 
reopened November 24 after an ex- 
tensive program of repairing, made 
possible by relief and PWA projects, 
the library bearing the cost of 
materials. The walls were replastered 
and painted and all necessary repairs 
to the exterior of the building were 
made. The club rooms in the basement 
were also redecorated. 

Short talks on the history and the 
value of the library to the community 
were made by members of the library 
board at the open house. 

Carthage. A circulation gain of 
1,057 was recorded for the last six 
months in 1934 over the similar period 
of 1933. A total of 18,039 books was 
issued during the six months period. 

The private library of Edward C. 
Crawford of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, has 
been received by the library and 
catalogued. 

Cicero. The public library has 
leased the building formerly occupied 
by the Cicero Trust and Savings Bank, 
and plans to remodel it for library 
purposes. The library will probably be 
housed in its new quarters by February 
1. A lease for five years was signed 
with an option for purchase by the 
library later if desired. 

Cisco. Open house was held Fri- 
day, November 9, in order that the 
library patrons might inspect the new 
home of the library. The former 
Davis residence was purchased the lat- 
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ter part of the summer, and redecor- 
ated. It is a one-story frame building. 
Additional bookcases were purchased. 

Clinton. At a circulating cost of 
less than seven cents per volume, the 
Clinton library issued 60,404 books. 
The per capita circulation was 10.2 
books, while an average of 13.3 books 
were loaned to each registered bor- 
rower. Of the total issued, 34 per cent 
were non-fiction titles. 

DeKalb. Paintings by John Nolf, 
artist of Grand Detour, Illinois, were 
exhibited during November by the De- 
Kalb-Sycamore Art Association in the 
art room of the Haish Memorial Li- 
brary. Mr. Nolf was the guest speaker 
of the Association, November 11. 

East Moline. The present frame 
building occupied by the library has 
been removed to a location east of its 
former site in order that construction 
of the new library might proceed. The 
Odell Construction Company of Moline 
has the general building contract. 

Book service to adults and children 
in the Garfield school district is being 
rendered by a sub-branch located in the 
school. The branch will be open twice 
a week for service to adults. 

Evanston. A comparison of the 
two five-year periods, 1930-1934 and 
1925-1929, revealed an increase in 
practically all functions of the library. 
Registered patrons increased 24 
per cent. Circulation for home use in- 
creased 58 per cent; books issued to 
adults increased 62 per cent; while 
there was a gain of 57 per cent in chil- 
dren’s books. The issue of non-fiction 
was 70 per cent greater in 1930-1934 
than in the preceding period, and the 
fiction 50 per cent. The work of the 
community branches and school libra- 
ries was much heavier, a gain of 87 
per cent being recorded. 

An average of 11.6 books per capita 
was issued in 1934, or 20.1 books per 
registered borrower. A_ total of 
737,815 books were taken for home 
reading. 

Open house was observed at the 
South Branch during Book Week, and 
special displays were exhibited. No 
formal opening was held at the time 
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the Branch moved into its new quar- 
ters, remodeled and redecorated for a 
library branch as a federal relief 
project. Circulation increased 5,431 
since the branch opened and a marked 
increase in the reference requests was 
also noticed. 

Fairbury. A repair and redecora- 
tion project for the Dominy Memorial 
Library was completed the middle of 
November. The walls of both the 
main floor and the basement were re- 
plastered and painted, and all wood- 
work varnished. All exterior wood- 
work was painted and the windows 
calked. 

All labor was furnished by the Illi- 
nois Emergency Relief Commission, 
and the money for materials provided 
by the library and interested citizens. 

Fairfield. The library purchased 
the north half of its present building, 
and extensively remodeled it, tearing 
out the partitions and making a large 
main reading room. The outside and 
inside painting and the plastering of 
the interior were done as work relief 
projects, while the cost of the rest of 
the remodeling was borne by the 
library. 

Bookshelves were built in both the 
main and the rear room, which was 
also redecorated. A linoleum covering 
was purchased for the floor. 

Freeport. Two new services are 
now being provided by the local library. 
A municipal reference department has 
been established where books, pamph- 
lets, and periodicals of special interest 
and aid to municipal officers may be 
obtained. 

A musical library of sheet music, 
books, and magazines has been started. 
Donations have been requested to 
augment the present collection. 

Galesburg. Inventory of the li- 
brary collection is being taken by two 
women under the direction of the 
librarians, the salary expense being met 
by the Illinois Emergency Relief. 

Galva. The interior of the library 
building was redecorated in December. 

Glen Ellyn. The Friends of the 
Library is sponsoring a series of 
forums at the library again this year. 
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The first of the group was given No- 
vember 2? when F. L. Biester, prin- 
cipal of the township high school, 
spoke on “How Much of the Cost of 
Education Should the State Pay?” 

Glenview. A bulletin board has 
been set up in the foyer of the Civic 
Building in order to acquaint Glen- 
view residents with the special points 
of interest in the library. 

The special display in December was 
a miniature Indian village, made by 
pupils in the public school as a 
project in connection with their study 
of the stories, history, and customs of 
Indians. 

Granite City. Professor Orval Ben- 
nett of Washington University, St. 
Louis, was the guest speaker at the 
December lecture sponsored by the 
library. The subject was “Inflation,” 
and the librarian had prepared a spe- 
cial bibliography of material in the 
library to assist those wishing to read 
more on that subject. 

Joliet. The declaration of a bank 
dividend by the closed Joliet National 
Bank has made possible the payment by 
the library of three months over-due 
salaries. The library was thus able to 
close its year with all outstanding obli- 
gations paid. 

Due to the small funds available for 
books, there was a decrease in the total 
book stock, 548 more books being 
withdrawn during the year than were 
purchased. The rental shelf is the 
chief source for the acquisition of 
recent titles. 

Lincoln. Children in the third and 
fourth grades of Washington School 
prepared a puppet show of “Pinoc- 
chio”. The miniature theatre and cast 
were on display in the children’s sec- 
tion of the public library. 

Manhattan. Additional hours of 
service were scheduled on Thursday by 
the library in order to take care of the 
increased demands of the public. 

A most interesting collection of 
curios and articles from India were on 
display at the library during January. 

Marseilles. The public library has 
resumed its full time schedule begin- 
ning January 1 and is again open 
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daily. For the past year the library, 
because of its reduced income, has been 
open three times a week. 

Milledgeville. The Camp Fire 
girls are sponsoring a children’s story 
hour each Saturday at the public li- 
brary. Two girls will be in charge of 
the program each week. 

Minier. The redecoration of the 
public library rooms was completed in 
January. The walls were repainted 
and the woodwork and floors stained 
and varnished. 


Moline. Citizens of Moline would 
have had to invest half a million dol- 
lars for books if each one had pur- 
chased the volumes he read in the 
library. 281,408 books were loaned, a 
per capita issue of 8.73. The library 
has 43.6 per cent of the population 
registered as borrowers. 


North Chicago. A book station has 
been established at the South School 
for the convenience of residents of that 
district. At present it is open only 
one afternoon a week. 

Oak Park. A bond issue of $50,000 
for a new building for the South 
Branch library will be submitted to 
Oak Park voters in the April village 
election. 

A number of organizations and in- 
dividuals have been petitioning the 
library board for more adequate quar- 
ters for the branch. A series of ar- 
ticles, letters and cartoons were pub- 
lished in the local newspapers during 
December and January, pointing out 
the need for a branch. 

Twenty-two miles of books have 
been issued by the branch since its 
opening about twenty years ago. A 
total of 1,441,480 books have been is- 
sued in that period. There has been 
an increase of 133 per cent in circula- 
tion in the last ten years. 


Paxton. A work relief project for 
the redecoration of the public library 
was started the last week in December. 
The project calls for 1,504 hours of 
labor, and seven men are now em- 
ployed. 

Roodhouse. An extensive remodel- 
ing program has more than doubled 
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the present reading room and book 
stack capacity of the library. The 
rear partitions between the library 
room and the ones back of it have been 
removed. The room is now much bet- 
ter lighted, due to the larger number 
of windows. 

The room was plastered and papered, 
and the woodwork refinished. A li- 
noleum floor covering has been pur- 
chased and laid. All necessary paint- 
ing up of the exterior of the building 
was done, and old bricks replaced. 
The outside walls were also painted. 


Springfield. A branch library for 
the use of west side residents was 
opened by the Lincoln Library Mon- 
day, December 3. In addition to the 
collection of adult and juvenile books, 
four daily newspapers are available. 
The branch is open Tuesday to Friday, 
inclusive, from noon to 8 P. M. and on 
Saturday from 9 A. M. to 6 P. M. 

This is the third branch to be estab- 
lished by the library. The North 
Branch was opened January, 1926, and 
the South Branch, January, 1927. The 
circulation of the North Branch in- 
creased from 45,572 in 1926 to 93,390 
in 1934, while the number of books is- 
sued at the South Branch has doubled. 
In 1927 it circulated 51,412, and last 
year 106,186 volumes were issued. 

Tuscola. By means of a local relief 
project, the exterior of the library 
building has been repainted. The 
board recently redecorated the interior 
of the building. New window shades 
were purchased at the same time. 

The basement room used as a club 
room by the Woman’s Club was re- 
decorated by the club. They also had 
the stairway repainted and new rubber 
treads installed. 


Virginia. A library tea was given 
by the Woman’s Club, with Mrs. Alice 
Martin, librarian of the public library, 
speaking on the library. A book 
pageant was produced by a cast of 
children, each one representing a book. 

More than 100 books were donated 
for the library and cash gifts of $10 
for the purchase of new books were also 
received. 
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West Chicago. The free public li- 
brary was formally opened Saturday, 
January 5. The association library, 
conducted by the local Woman’s Club 
these past few years, was offered to the 
city on the proviso that a tax be levied 
for the support of the library. The tax 
was permitted to accumulate until 
enough funds for equipping the library 
were obtained; and the library collec- 
tion then transferred to the city. 
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The service of the field visitor was 
provided by the Library Extension 
Division for the general organization 
of the library and the preparation of 
the book collection. 

The library is in a good location on 
the main street, occupying the first 
floor of a large well-lighted building. 
It is equipped with steel shelving and 
new furniture, making an attractive 
room. 
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